
 

 

MARYVILLE PARKS & RECREATION 
YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE 

 

General Rules: 
 

1. Games will begin promptly according to the scheduled time.  Please have your team ready to play.   

2. Please treat the referee’s with respect.  Promote good sportsmanship! 

3. Please do not encourage your players to argue with the referee’s / coach’s calls.   

4. Starting the game will be done by a coin toss.  Winner picks the side to defend, loser of the coin toss 

kicks off. 

5. All kids play, and get roughly the same amount of playing time. 

6. In the Under 6 and Under 8 divisions, allow all kids to play any position that they want and try and 

encourage them to play all positions (goalie may be an exception).  That is the only way they can learn.   

7. Please make sure your team cleans up any garbage after their game and respects the fields and 

equipment.  

8. Shin guards are required to be worn by all players. 

9. Jewelry is not allowed to be worn by the players. 

10. Practices:  In the Under 6 & 8 divisions, there is no practice during the week.  During game day, each 

team will do practice drills on their ½ of the field  U6 will go 20-30 minutes U8 will go 15-20 minutes. 

Then the teams will scrimmage the remainder of the hour (U6 four 6 minute quarters, U8 four 8 minute 

quarters).  In ALL other divisions, a minimum of 1 practice a week is required.  Practices are up to the 

volunteer coach to schedule, based on his/her availability.  You may practice at Donaldson Westside 

Sports Complex and setting up practice time with Recreation Coordinator.       

11. The recreation coordinator will decide if the game is to be called due to weather. 

12. Coaches will receive a text and email if a game is called off due to weather.  It is then the coach’s 

responsibility to let their players know.  Call 562-2923 if there is a question about a game being called 

off because of weather OR listen to 97.1 FM (KNIM).  SIGN UP FOR TEXT & EMAIL ALERTS 

from Maryville Parks & Recreation!  Users will have the option to receive alerts about upcoming sports 

programs, registrations, cancellations and much more!  Users have the option to select which programs 

they want to be alerted about, such as Youth Baseball/Softball.  To sign up for Text Alerts go to our 

website at www.maryville.org/mpr (once you’re there, click on the Maryville Community Center tab on 

the left and the link is located under the MCC phone number).   

13. Please notify your players as soon as possible, and let the parents know about games/practices. 

14. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please call the MCC at (660) 562-2923.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.maryville.org/mpr


Under 6 

 
1. Both teams are assigned to one field.  The teams will each do practice drills on their ½ of the field for the first 20-

30 minutes.  Then the teams will scrimmage the remainder of the hour. 

2. You may want to do one practice before the season to explain the rules.  However, do not do weekly practices.  

That is what the first ½ hour of each game is for. 

3. Game Length:  6 minute quarters, with 2 minute breaks between quarters. 

4. Size 3 soccer ball will be used. 

5. Do NOT play any goalies in this age group. 

6. Preferred number of players playing at one time, on each team, is 4 – 6.  Substitute freely and fairly. 

7. Stop for water breaks whenever anyone needs one. 

8. Please do NOT keep score. 

9. There are no assigned referees.  The coaches act both as on-the-field coaches and referees.  Call fouls gently.  In 

almost every case, other than a hand ball, let the player who made the mistake have another chance at what they 

were doing.     

 

  Under 8 
 

1. Encourage players to try all positions.  Goalie is the only possible exception if the player doesn’t want to play that 

position. 

2. Game Length:  8 minute quarters, with 2 minute breaks between quarters.  5 minute half-time. 

3. Size 3 soccer ball will be used. 

4. Use goalies. 

5. Preferred number of players playing at one time, on each team, is 6 – 8.  If a team is short players, then play the 

number that the smaller team has. 

6. Substitute by notifying the referee at any dead ball. 

7. There are no offsides called at this age. 

8. There are no penalty kicks at this age.  

9. Referee’s have discretion to allow a player to “redo” a play for learning purposes if a mistake was made. 

 

Under 11 

 
1. Game Length:  11 minute quarters, with 2 minute breaks between quarters.  5 minute half-time. 

2. Size 4 soccer ball will be used. 

3. Preferred number of players playing at one time, on each team, is 9 – 11.  If a team is short players, then play the 

number that the smaller team has.   

4. Substitute by notifying the referee at any dead ball. 

5. Offsides and all other penalties will be called at the referee’s discretion.   

6. At this age, play may get a little more physical.  As long as it isn’t dangerous, blatant, or a penalty (ex. slide 

tackle from the rear), then you may see the referee’s let more of it go.  This is to try and start introducing the real 

world of soccer to this age group. 

 

Under 16 (Co-ed) 

 
1. Game Length:  35 minute halves, with a 10 minute half-time.   

2. Size 5 soccer ball will be used. 

3. Teams will play 11 vs. 11. 

4. Substitutions per referee’s permission. 
 


